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E m p o w e r i n g  E q u a l i t y :  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y ' s  G e n d e r  C h a l l e n g e

I n  C o s t a  R i c a ,  1 2 . 6 k  w o m e n  o w n  

1 0 6 . 5 k  h e c t a r e s  o f  l a n d ,  1 5 %  o f  

f a r m s ,  8 %  o f  p r i v a t e  f a r m  l a n d .
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S p o t l i g h t :  G e o s p a t i a l  R a l l i e s  f o r  W o m e n

Pre  Women     Rally      

During        Women Rally

Post       Geospatial Rally

During         Women Rally

During        Women

Pre Women Rally

Adapt Methods
Based on the profile of the 

participantes, the team adapt 

the methodology.

Call Processes 

Prototype Process

Follow - up

Training Process

Final Presentation

Local stakeholders 

engagement. Identify leader 

women in field.

Crafting Solutions for Real-

World Problems

Hands - On on technology. 

They practice with GPS, 

Drones, Digital Maps.

Presentation of prototypes and 

expert feedback

ROADMAP



Theoretical Training Applying geospatial tools

Technical foundation: 

Identifying community 

challenges

Local Solutions applied in field

Equipping women 

with the 

knowledge to 

understand and 

analyze spatial 

data.

Introducing 

women to 

geospatial 

tools, from 

GIS to UAVs

Using spatial data 

to devise 

solutions.

From water 

management to 

agriculture

Geo Women Rally

Methodology



J o u r n e y  T h r o u g h  t h e  G e o s p a t i a l  R a l l i e s

Advanced students 

support field 

practices, creating a 

trustful and sisterly 

environment.

The trainings are 

tailored to the 

specific regions 

where the 

participants live.

Presentation 

of prototypes 

and expert 

feedback.



Over 500 women have been trained through this Women's 

Geospatial Technology Rally program



Sofia and Grettel Garita created a soil moisture sensor to 

optimize irrigation for crops, aiding in pest prevention, crop 

loss reduction, and water conservation. The prototype will 

incorporate GPS and satellite data integration for thorough 

geospatial agricultural insights and improved farming 

management.



Over 90 female forest firefighters have been trained in 

the use of geospatial technologies, leading to the 

creation of several prototypes aimed at mapping during 

fires, early warning systems, drought monitoring, and 

water source monitoring, among others.



T h e  R i p p l e  E f f e c t :  I m p a c t s  a n d  A c h i e v e m e n t s

Over 100 

prototypes have 

been developed, 

with several 

implemented in the 

field where 

participants also 

train their 

communities.



A  n e t wo r k  o f  n a t i o n a l  

a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c o l l a b o r a t o r s ,  

e n c o m p a s s i n g  2 2  

l o c a l ,  n a t i o n a l ,  a n d  

r e g i o n a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

i n c l u d i n g  N G O s  a n d  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c o o p e r a t i o n  a g e n c i e s ,  

h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

b o l s t e r i n g  t h e  

i n i t i a t i v e .

S t a k e h o l d e r s



C o n c l u s i o n

T r a i n i n g  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s :  O ve r  5 0 0  w o m e n  t r a i n e d  f r o m  C o s t a  R i c a ,  

N i c a r ag u a ,  H on d u r a s ,  an d  G u a t e m a l a .  2 0 2 4  O u t r e a c h  G o a l :  A i m  t o  em p o w e r  
1 0 0 0  w om e n  ac r os s  m u l t i p l e  c ou n t r i e s .

E x p a n s i o n  A n a l y s i s :  I n v i t a t i o n s  f o r  e xp a n s i o n  t o  G u a t e m a l a ,  P a n a m a ,  
E c u a d o r ,  a n d  C o l o m b i a  u n d e r  r e v i e w,  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o n  a  L A C  m a p .

P r o t o t y p e  D e v e l o p m e n t :  O ve r  1 0 0  p r o t o t y p e s  c r ea t e d ,  m a j o r i t y  i m p l e m e n t e d  i n  

t h e  f i e l d ,  p o s i t i v e l y  i m p a c t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .

I n t e n s i v e  F o l l o w - U p  D e s i g n :  E n h a n c e d  f o l l o w - u p  s ys t e m  u n d e r  d e s i g n  w i t h  

B a l l a r d  C en t e r  b ac k i n g ,  a i m i n g  f o r  s u s t a i n e d  i m p ac t  an d  s u c c es s  o f  t h e  
g eos p a t i a l  t r a i n i n g .

N o v e m b e r  1 0 - 1 2 ,  a  N A S A S E R V I R  r a l l y  w i l l  i m p a c t  1 0 0  w o m e n .  D ec em b e r  11 -

1 3 ,  a  B I O F I N - U N D P  r a l l y  t a r g e t s  i n d i g e n o u s  t e r r i t o r i e s .

B y  t h e  en d  o f  2 0 2 3 ,  a  R e g i o n a l  N e t w o r k  o f  r u r a l  w o m e n  i n  g e o s p a t i a l  

t e c h n o l o g i e s  w i l l  b e  c on s o l i d a t e d .



''Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 

it's the only thing that ever has.'' 

Margaret Mead
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